
Chandlers Ridge Academy-Phonics Teaching sequence 

Graphemes-Actions-Rhymes 

Phone
me 

Grapheme 
image 

Action Rhyme 

s s (snake) 
ss (dress) 
c (city) 
st(listen) 

Move your arm up and down like a snake. 
Swish your arms like the skirt of a dress. 
Make a tall building with your arms. 
Cup your hand to listen 

Snake curls backwards 
around then forwards 
around. 

a a (apple) Hold an imaginary apple and bite into it Around the apple, up the 
stalk and down the stalk. 

t t (tap) Twist your hand as if turning a tap Tap starts at the top and 
drips down, turn it off with 
a cross. 

p p (puppy) Make one hand into a puppy’s head and stroke it with the other 
hand 

Down the puppy’s neck and 
leg, up and around his head. 

i i (igloo) 
y (gym) 

Rub arms and shiver 
Lift a heavy weight 

Sit down in the igloo don’t’ 
forget the dot 

n n (nut) 
kn (knit) 
gn (gnaw) 

Make a fist into a nut and tap it. 
Pretend to knit with needles. 
Pretend to gnaw with your teeth at food 

Down the leaf up and over 
the nut. 

m m (meatballs) 
mb (lamb) 

Yummy rub your tummy 
Wiggle your hand as if you have a fluffy lamb’s tail 

Down the fork and over and 
over the meatballs. 

d d (drum) Pretend to play the drums Around the drum and up 
and down the stick. 

g g (gate) Swing your arm like a gate opening Around the garden and 
down the path and swing 
the gate shut. 

o o (orange) 
a (swan) 

Pretend to squeeze an orange downwards.  
Extend your arm and make a long neck and beak like a swan 

Around the orange. 

c 
k 
ck 

c (caterpillar) 
k (kite) 
ck (duck) 
ch (school) 

Wiggle your finger like a caterpillar. 
Pretend to hold a string with two hands to fly a Kite. 
Flap your arms like a duck. 
Fingers on your lips and sit up straight 

Curl around the caterpillar. 
Down the string and up and 
around the kite, don’t 
forget the tail. 

e e (egg) 
ea (bread) 

Make an egg with one hand and tap it with your finger. 
Slice a piece of bread with your hand 

Around the egg and under 
the cup. 

u u (umbrella) 
oo (book) 
oul (could) 
o (some) 

Hold an umbrella with one hand and put it up with the other. 
Open your palms as if opening a book. 
Nod your head as if you ‘could’. 
Gather your arms in as if collecting something 

Down one umbrella handle, 
up and down the other. 

r r (robot) 
rr (cherry) 
wr (wrap) 

Move your arms like a robot. 
Swing a cherry in the air. 
Fold a tortilla 

Down the robot’s body, up 
and over its arm 

h h (house) Make a peak with two hands like a house House, down the chimney 
to the floor, up and over the 
new front door. 

b b (bat/ball) Pretend to hold a cricket bat and bat the ball Down the bat, up and 
around the ball. 

f f (fairy) 
ff (coffee) 
ph (dolphin) 
gh (laugh) 

Wave a magic wand like a fairy. 
Drink coffee 
Hold both hands together and dive them into the water like a 
dolphin. 
Pretend to laugh 

Over the fairy’s head, down 
her dress and give her a 
wand. 

l l (lolly) 
ll (bell) 

Pretend to lick a lolly. 
Ring an old school bell 

Down the lolly and lick! 

j j (jam) 
g (giant) 
ge (cage) 
dge (fudge) 

Pretend to spread jam on your bread. 
Make yourself large like a giant. 
open a cage with your hand. 
Twist your hands as if opening a fudge sweet 

Drip the jam down and 
under the jar. Plop on a 
spot. 

v v (vest) Draw a v shape on your chest to show the V-neck of the vest Down the vest and up the 
vest. 



w w (wave) 
wh (whistle) 

Make sea waves with your hand. 
Pretend to blow a whistle 

Down the wave, up the 
wave, down the wave, up 
the wave. 

x x (fox) Hold up two hands at the back of your head like fox ears Criss, cross for the fox 

y y (yo-yo) Pretend to raise and lower a yoyo. Swing the yoyo down and 
up, then drop it all the way 
down and underneath. 

z z (zip) 
zz (buzz) 
se (please) 

Pretend to pull up a zip on your coat. 
Buzz your hands like the wings of a bee. 
Join hands and plead 

Zip forwards, zip 
backwards, zip forwards 
again. 

qu qu (queen) Give a royal wave Around the queen’s head, 
down and up her arm. 

ch ch (chair) 
tch (catch) 
t (picture) 

Hold hands flat on floor by your hips or on sides of seat as if sat. 
Pretend to catch a ball. 
Take a photo 

 

sh sh (shark) 
ch (chef) 

Make a fin above your head like a shark. 
Hold one hand flat and reveal the lid off a dish like a chef 

th th (thumb) 
th (feather) 

Put your thumbs up. 
Tickle under your chin with a feather 

ng ng (king) Put your hand on your waist and make a fist like holding a staff 

ai ai (snail) 
ay (crayon) 
a-e (cake) 
ey (grey) 
eigh (eight) 
a (baby) 
ei (veil) 

Hold two antennae on your head like a snail. 
Draw with a crayon. 
Eat a piece of cake. 
Pull a strand of hair. 
Hold up 8 eight fingers. 
Rock a baby in your arms 
Move hands backwards form head to show the shape of a veil 

ee ee (tree) 
ea (beach) 
ey (key) 
e-e (athlete) 
ie (field) 
e (me) 
y (pony) 

Hold your arms in the air and wave them like a tree. 
Put hands behind your head as if relaxing on a beach. 
Turn a key. 
Move arms as if running fast. 
Wave fingers like a corn field. 
Point to yourself 
Ride a pony 

igh igh (light) 
ie (tie) 
i-e (smile) 
i (tiger) 
y (fly) 

Open your hand with spread finger as if a light  turned on. 
Adjust your tie. 
Join your fingers in front of your mouth and make a smile. 
Hold up your hand with claws like a tiger. 
Swat a fly 

oa oa (boat) 
oe (toe) 
o-e (note) 
o (open) 
ow (snow) 
 

Rock from side to side like on a boat 
Wiggle your big toe. 
Squiggle with your hand as if writing a note. 
Open a door inward. 
Sprinkle your fingers down as if like snow. 

oo oo (moon) 
ue (glue) 
ew (screw) 
u-e (flute) 

Draw a crescent shape with your finger like the moon. 
Paste glue on your hand as if its paper. 
Screw with a screwdriver. 
Play the flute. 

ar ar (car) 
a (father) 
al (half) 

Drive a car. 
Rub your beard. 
Do a Chopping action to cut something in half. 

or or (fork) 
aw (saw) 
au (sauce) 
al (talk) 
our (four) 
augh (caught) 
oor (door) 

Pretend to eat with your fork. 
Saw a piece of wood. 
Squeeze on sauce making a circle motion with your fist. 
Move your fingers and thumb together as if a mouth is talking. 
Hold up four fingers. 
Catch something with two hands. 
Open a door inwards. 

ur ur (fur) 
ir (shirt) 
 

Stroke your arm as if wearing fur. 
Do up the buttons on your shirt. 

 



er (flower) 
ear (learn) 
or (worm) 
ure (treasure) 

Hold your hands together and spread out your fingers like a 
flower growing. 
Tap your temple with your finger. 
Wiggle your body like a worm. 
Open a chest of treasure and look surprised. 

ow ow (cow) 
ou (house) 

Pretend to milk a cow. 
Like ‘h’ make the peak of a house. 

oi oi (coin) 
oy (toy) 

Pretend to count coins into your hand. 
Point to a boy. 

ear ear (hear) 
ere (here) 

Wiggle your ear lobe with your fingers. 
Signal to come here. 

air air (hair) 
ere (there) 
air (pair) 
are (bare) 

Brush your hair. 
Point over there. 
Put your feet together and point to your pair of shoes. 
Pretend to take your socks off. 

ure ure (cure) 
 

Inject a needle (cure) in your arm 

yoo u-e (cube) 
u (unicorn) 

Make a cube with your hands top and bottom, then sides 
Hold a finger up from your head like a unicorn 

zh vi(sion) 
u(sual) 
confu(sion) 

  

 
 

 


