Supporting Spelling at home

Support for spelling
Spelling
• As your child learns the ‘phonics code’ they will begin to segment the sounds they hear in words to spell them.
• Your child will be given spellings each term that match the phonics your child is learning in school. The words
will contain their phoneme focus on their phonics mat for that week.
• Use ‘Spelling shed’ (log in information and passwords are in your child’s reading record).
• The spellings on your child’s spelling shed account match the spellings they are learning each week in school. It
is a really fun interactive app which supports your child to learn their spellings each week.
• Ensure that you also encourage your child to write their spellings down on paper when you say them.
• Look, say, cover write, check -This is a strategy you can use to help your child practise. Say the spelling and your
child writes it down, check it is correct. They read it and say it and look at it again, fold the paper across so they
can no longer see it and then write it again. You child can then check it is correct by looking at their first one.
They can continually repeat this process looking, covering, writing and checking to embed the spelling in their
memory. This makes it fun.
• Phoneme fingers -Encourage your child to say the sounds in the spelling they hear. They can count how many
phonemes they think the word has using their fingers to count the phonemes. They then spell the word using
their phonic knowledge. t-r-ai-l, s-n-ai-l/ r-e-p-ea-t, b-e-n-ea-th/

Spelling-extending your child’s ability
Dictation
• You can encourage your child to apply their understanding of their spellings by saying a whole
sentence that contains the spelling or spellings they are learning. They need to write out the
whole sentence using a capital letter and full stop.
Syllabification
• Encourage you child to chunk longer spellings into syllables that they can break down into sounds.
An easy way to identify a syllable is to encourage your child to hold their hand under their chin
and say the word. Every time they say a vowel sound their chin will drop. This drop identifies a
syllable. Count when your chin drops and break the syllables down further into sounds.
• For example:
in the word children = chil-dren = 2 syllables, spell the chunk ‘chil’ and then the chunk ‘dren’ to
spell the longer word.
in the word wonderful = won-der-ful = 3 syllables, spell the chunks ‘won’-’der’-’ful’

Support for spelling
Asking the question strategy (The phonics Queen-Quality Phonics by Natasha Tuite)
• Encouraging your child to use the ‘ask the question’ strategy at any stage helps to reinforce their
phonic code understanding.
• As children learn each phase of the phonics code, children have covered several phonemes (sounds)
that are represent by more than one grapheme (the way we write it).
For example:

‘c’ as in caterpillar/ ‘k’ as in kite/ ‘ck’ as in duck
‘l’ as in lolly/ ‘ll’ as in bell
‘f’ as in fairy/ ‘ff’ as in coffee

When they hear a sound in a spelling that they are not sure how to spell, ask your child to ask you the
question.
They can use the phoneme mat for support if they need to or what they hold in their long term memory.
An example: Your child may be spelling the word bike and are not sure what c,k,ck it is. In which case you
would say ‘so ask me the question’. They would ask is it c as in caterpillar, k as in kite or ck as in duck?

Asking the question strategy (continued)

• You would then say it is ‘K’ as in kite.
• Did you tell them the spelling ? No!
• Did you give them the answer after they showed what they knew? Yes!
• But more importantly what you didn’t do was tell them the spelling or ask them to guess.
• As children learn their phonics, your child can apply learnt sounds to different spellings and have
an understanding of spelling rules.
This can be extended into more complex spellings:

• For example in the word repeat, your child may not know which ‘ea’ is near the end, you say ‘ask
me the question’
• Your child may say… is it

‘ee’ as in tree, ‘ea’ as in beach, ‘e-e’ as in athlete or ‘e’ as in me. You would say it is ‘ea’ as in beach.
They have demonstrated their amazing knowledge!
As your child becomes more able you could ask them to sound out a spellings by letter names.

