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Welcome to Chandlers Ridge Academy. 
We are a Primary school with a Nursery on 
site so we can offer places from children 
from turning 3 years old. 

We consistently have high standards in 
standards, with progress in 2019 being in 
the top 5% of all English Primary schools.

In 2020, we achieved the fantastic 
achievement of being 238th in England 
according to the Sunday Times Parent 
Power.

We follow Be Ready, Be Respectful and Be 
Safe as our school rules. Children behave 
extremely well and school is a quiet, calm 
environment where children engage well 
with learning. 

Welcome to
Chandlers Ridge

Louise Lidgard
Headteacher
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The ethos and values of our 
school community
We aim to create a community 
where children, parents and staff 
share common aims and values, 
through enjoyment, participation 
and pride in our school.

Our children are provided with 
a broad and balanced education 
programme, of the highest quality 
to teach them to acquire and apply 
skills and knowledge:

• To help the children to develop 
personal and social skills and 
to increase their moral and 
spiritual awareness. 

• To provide a caring 
environment which encourages 
courtesy, responsibility and 
consideration for the needs of 
other and the development of 
sound relationships between 
school, families and the 
community.

• To help children and staff fulfil 
their own potential by setting 
high expectations and to build 
self confidence, motivation and 
commitment, by recognising 
achievement in all of its forms.

• Children are provided with 
a wide curriculum that aims 
to develop every child’s full 
potential and to achieve the 
highest possible standards.

All children are provided with 
challenge in different subjects. 
Within EYFS children are 
challenged within their play 
activities. In the rest of the 
school, some of the challenge is 
open ended activities and other 
challenges are for children to 
investigate and find out more.

The school aims to develop an 
ethos that includes social and 
moral behaviour, as well as 
academic achievement. We also 
teach British values throughout 
the school as well in assemblies.

Basic skills are given high priority 
and the curriculum is designed 
to be flexible to fit the needs of 
individuals. We aim to create 
a happy and hard working 
environment within our whole 
school.

We’re a community,

We recognise success,

We support each other,

We care for one 
another,

We build self-
confidence,

We are committed to 
our learning.
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At Chandlers Ridge, children 
are at the heart of everything 

we do.

We strive to create an inclusive 
environment where we foster a 
love of learning and a passion 

to aim high and prepare children 
for their next steps in life.
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A broad and balanced 
curriculum to start children 
on the pathway to success
English

English skills are vitally important to children so they can access the full curriculum.  Setting high 
expectations for all, we teach many strands of English: speaking and listening, drama, reading and writing. 
In EYFS we begin to teach the children phonics using Letter and Sounds.  Our children investigate the sounds 
that we hear all around us and start learning their letter sounds.  We have a comprehensive, incremental 
reading scheme that allows the children to progress seamlessly through year groups so they can practise 
their reading skills at home.  We start our comprehension skills early too, talking to the children about what 
they have read.  Our reading lessons start formally in Year 1, where we teach the children the strategies they 
need for comprehension.   

In Key Stage 2 we also have ‘active reading’ sessions.  In these sessions, we introduce the children to a large 
breadth of texts that we discuss in depth.  This is fabulous as it allows the children to explore genres that they 
may not ordinarily access.   

In Key Stage 2, children can take these books home for enjoyment reading as well as their banded books.  We 
pride ourselves on spreading the love of reading and regularly celebrate new authors and newly published 
titles.  

As well as reading, writing is a large part of our English 
curriculum.  We follow a lively and varied long term plan that uses 
a variety of stimulus for our writing units: videos, story books, 
inspirational people and links to our topic to name a few.  We 
break down good examples and arm the pupils with the skills 
necessary to write independently.  Language development is a 
key skill to the development of our writing skills and we pride 
ourselves in the formal and technical vocabulary that the children 
are able to use as they progress through school.
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Mathematics

At Chandlers Ridge, we teach mathematics across five different areas: Number, Ratio and Proportion, 
Measurement, Geometry and Statistics. Within EYFS, the areas are number, shape, space and measures.  
In lessons, we use the concrete, pictorial, abstract approach in order to embed understanding and build 
competency. This means that, to begin with, all children learn a mathematical concept by ‘doing’ with physical 
manipulatives. These can include dienes, numicon, bead strings and other resources. Then they move on to 
drawing pictures to model this same concept. This can include number lines, a bar model or a number square. 
Lastly, children use what they have learned to apply this concept 
abstractly: completing number sentences with digits and symbols. 
All mathematical learning uses a combination of concrete, 
pictorial and abstract methods to aid children in their fluency of 
concepts. 

We are developing a mastery approach to learning and aim to 
promote mathematical thinking through talk. We provide plenty 
of opportunities to build reasoning and problem solving elements 
into the curriculum whilst also focusing on developing pupils’ 
fluency. 

Science

Each year group follows the National Curriculum. We enable 
the children to observe, explore, record, and draw conclusions. 
Children are often asked to perform small scale investigations to 
lay the foundation for a scientific approach to problem solving.

A high quality science education provides opportunities for 
understanding the world around us. This will allow chidren 
to understand concepts and develop their ability to explain, 
predict and analyse. This also develops a sense of curiosity and 
excitement for the natural world. 
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Design Technology

At Chandlers Ridge Academy, we follow the ‘Design, Make, Evaluate’ 
approach to the teaching of D&T, as outlined in the National 
Curriculum. The technical skills that we teach incorporate the 
following areas: Construction, Mechanisms, Textiles and Food and 
Nutrition. The subject not only helps to prepare children for the 
developing world but also to become creative problem solvers and 
understand aesthetic, social and environmental issues.  

Art

Art lessons at our school encourage the children to be creative, 
flexible, positive and reflective. Each year builds on improving the 
fundamental skills and techniques needed, enabling all pupils to 
see themselves as artists. We encourage pupils to deepen their 
understanding of art history and to be able to recognise works of art 
by a range of artists.

Computing

Our computing curriculum centres on the three elements of 
Information Technology, Digital literacy and computer science. 
Throughout school we follow a progression of skills curriculum, 
allowing children to enhance their understanding in a variety of 
ways. Children are taught how to keep safe online using a range of 
lessons embedded within our curriculum. As well as a well-equipped 
ICT suite, we also benefit from tablets and iPads - which are used in a 
variety of ways to enrich children’s learning.
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Geography

At Chandlers Ridge Academy, we strive to provide our children with 
the opportunities to become global citizens, deepening their interest 
and wonder in exploring their own place in the world. Through our 
curriculum, our children will develop a sense of their world at the 
local, national and global scales understanding the interconnections 
between how people and the environment interact. Pupils learn 
to think critically, think spatially, use maps, visual images and new 
technologies, including geographical information systems to analyse 
and present information. 

History

Our history curriculum aims to inspire our pupils’ curiosity to know 
more about the past. History helps pupils to understand the process 
of change, the diversity of societies as well as their own identity and 
the challenges of their time.
Our history lessons provides children with many opportunity to learn 
facts about a large range of historical periods, in our country and 
around the world as well as to think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments and develop perspective and judgment.

Lego Education

We were lucky enough to receive a big lottery funded grant in 
the summer of 2017. The purpose of our grant was to enable us 
to purchase a variety of LEGO education resources. Throughout 
the school we have a range of resources to meet children’s needs 
and abilities. From Coding express in EYFS right through to EV3 
Mindstorms in UKS2, children are able to build, program and control 
a range of simulations. We believe this hands on approach to learning 
provides our pupils with opportunities to experiment, solve problems 
and build resilience using coding skills. 
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Physical Education

The PE curriculum throughout school focuses on the fundamentals 
of movement skills, encouraging children to become increasingly 
competent and confident in their agility, balance and coordination as 
well as strength, flexibility, technique and control. Our curriculum is 
supported, where appropriate, with specialist coaches in gymnastics 
and dance as well as coaches from Middlesbrough Football Club 
Foundation. In addition, through our Cleveland Schools Sports 
Partnership, there are regular opportunities for children in all year 
groups to participate in competitive sporting competitions.  

The Daily Mile

The Daily Mile is an initiative the school has participated in for 
several years. All children in school have the opportunity for directed 
physical exercise of running, jogging, walking or skipping, each day, 
for twenty minutes. Research has found the benefits of the Daily Mile 
include improved aerobic fitness, concentration during lessons, as 
well as social and emotional well-being.

Music

Music is based on singing, the enjoyment of music and music 
notation, this starts from Nursery where rhymes and singing are 
a regular feature of sessions. Also through peripatetic teachers of 
violin, cello, keyboard and guitar which KS2 children can learn to play 
these instruments.
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Home Communication
All communication from school comes via Parentmail and this will give 

information on all aspects of school life. 

Homework will also be sent via Parentmail from the class teachers and this 
will include spellings to learn. We also have many online platforms such as My 

maths, Spelling Shed and Timetables Rockstars which children will receive a 
log on for. 

Each year group have a Twitter account, alongside a main school 
account @chandlersridge:

EYFS - @EyfsCRA

Year 1 - @Y1CRA

Year 2 - @Y2CRA 

Year 3/4 - @Y3Y4CRA

Year 5 - @RidgeYear5

Year 6 - @RidgeYear6
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At Chandlers Ridge we strongly 
believe that outdoor learning is vitally 
important within school grounds and 

also enriched at places away from 
school.

The Institute for Outdoor Learning 
describes Outdoor Learning as 

discovery, be able to experiment, 
learning about and connecting to 
the natural world, and engaging 
in environmental and adventure 

activities.
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Learning isn’t confined to the 
classroom
School visits, extra curricular clubs & activities 

Extra curricular activities will vary throughout the year according 
to season or interest. Recent activities have included the following:

Art Club, Cookery Club, Football, French, Spanish, Choir, 
Homework Club, keyboard, Gardening, Street Dance and Lego club. 

Throughout the year, we provide enrichment activities through 
visits to various local places including Saltholme RSPB, Life centre 
Newcastle, MIMA and North York Moors. In Y5 and 6 we also 
take the children on activity residentials where they stay for part 
of a week. We also frequently visit the local theatres with all year 
groups to watch ballet, pantomimes and musicals.

We also enrich with activities that visit school such as Zoolab, 
where exotic animals come into school, Dorman Museum staff and 
theatre shows/pantomimes which are performed in the hall. 

We are also lucky enough to have a wide selection of LEGO 
Education in school and each year group has the opportunity to use 
this equipment linked to learning in the curriculum. Lego allows 
them to solve problems and build resilience. 
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We open our the doors at 8.45am. At this time children can come straight into school and the doors will close 
at 8.55am. Our school day starts at 8.55am. By allowing the children to arrive between 8.45-8.55am we hope 
to ease the traffic and parking issues outside. 

A teacher will be on duty in the 
cloakroom to greet children. 
Reception will come in through their 
doors as normal but from 8.45am.

Wrap around care

There are facilities to care for 
children based in the school hall for 
before and after school by our school 
wraparound.  Children may be brought 
from 7.45 a.m. for pre-school care. 
After school care is available from 
children finishing school until 5.30p.m. 
Parents may use this service on either 
an occasional or permanent basis and 
a charge is made. Please contact the 
school office for more details.

The School Day
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Lunch time

Middlesbrough Council’s Catering Service provides meals to Chandler Ridge, where school meals cost £2.05 
per day for those children in Y3, Y4, Y5, and Y6. For student in Reception, Y1 and Y2 they can have universal 
free school meals. 

Choice: Meals are served through a cafeteria style system and there is a choice of first and second courses. 
Daily, there is three or four main course choices, with a wide range of potatoes and vegetables followed by a 
traditional style pudding, yoghurts and homemade cakes and biscuits. Children can either have water or milk 
with their lunch. 

Routine: Parents are asked to decide their arrangement for children’s lunches for the half term either school 
dinners or packed lunch. Children who receive free school meals are not distinguished from other children. 

Packed Lunches: Children may bring a packed lunch in a suitable container with their name clearly on this. 
Lunches must not contain sweets or nuts because these can cause problems. Nut allergy is potentially fatal 
for some children and our school must be a “nut free zone.” 

Free School Meals 
From September 2014 onwards all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes were entitled to a daily 
free school meal. Older children may be entitled to free school meals if their parents are receiving benefits. 

If you think that your child may be entitled to free meals we do actively encourage you to apply for 
them. Please contact the school or check out the Free School Meals page on the school website for more 
information.
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Chandlers 
Ridge uniform
We have a very smart school 
uniform based on red jumpers 
and cardigans with the school 
logo, all children are encouraged 
to wear our embroidered school 
uniform as it creates a sense of 
belonging and pride in our school. 

We expect all children to wear a 
red seatshirt, jumper or cardigan 
with school logo, grey trousers or 
shorts (girls can opt for a grey or 
red tartan skirt or pinafore) and 
black shoes. Children in nursery 
and reception wear a white polo 
shirt with school logo whereas 
children in years 1 to 6 are 
expected to wear a white shirt 
with Chandlers Ridge tie.

For more informaiton about our 
school uniform and our PE kit, 
including where to buy it, please 
visit our website.
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A happy, calm
and orderly community
At Chandlers Ridge, our ethos is to always; 

Be Ready, 
Be Respectful 

Be Safe. 

The means that school is a calm and orderly environment where 
children and adults feel safe.

The school aims to develop an ethos that includes social and moral 
behaviour, as well as academic achievement. We also teach British 
values throughout the school as well in some assemblies.

All of our values form part of assemblies and PSHE sessions in 
school. We also have Year 6 children who are House and Vice 
captains and monitors who have important roles around school 
such as music, bell ringing and sports.

Throughout the rest of school children vote for their class member 
to be on the school council.

 The school council meet fortnightly to discuss issues from children 
and fund raising ideas. and events. 
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Keeping track of progress at 
every step
Assessment

At Chandlers Ridge we use continual assessment to check what the children have understood and what each 
pupils needs next.  This could be effective questioning from the adults in the classroom, marking books to 
more formal tasks.  As a result if this knowledge, our staff are able to plan and prepare small steps for each 
pupil that allow them to extend their learning and continue to make progress. 

Reports

In conjunction with parents’ evenings, as outlined above, we offer a written End Of Year Report to all pupils.  
This outlines their academic performance and behaviour for learning.  

Parents evenings

We involve parents in open communication throughout the year.  Generally we have two opportunities 
in the year for structured parents’ evenings, one in the Autumn Term and once in the Spring Term. This 
allows parents and staff to discuss the work that has been completed and talk about the progress of their 
child/children.  We offer a variety of time appointments so that working parents can also attend easily.  
Furthermore, in the Summer Term we also offer an open evening, where parents are invited to come and see 
the work, make an appointment with the class teacher if necessary and see the classroom that their child is 
to be in, in September.  Although these are our formal arrangements, parents are encouraged to arrange an 
appointment throughout the year if they feel that they have a matter to discuss.
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Volunteering

Parents are welcome to help in 
school under the guidance of the 
class teacher. Parents may feel able 
to contribute to curricular areas, 
e.g. by accompanying children on an 
educational visit or by listening to 
children read, or perhaps by using 
computer or other skills. 

Parent Teacher Association

Chandlers Ridge is lucky enough to 
have an amazing PTA called Friends 
of Chandlers Ridge. Their main aim 
is to raise money whilst providing 
events for the children. Regular discos, 
summer fairs, non-uniform events and 
Christmas activities are part of what 
they organise. All of their fundraising 
goes into school and recent purchases 
are twenty IPADs, enrichment 
activities and climbing equipment. 

Please contact friends@
chandlersridge.org.uk for more 
information if you can help and they 
also have a Facebook page. 

Parents are part 
of our school 
family too



20 | Chandlers Ridge Academy

Why choose us?

We are an inclusive primary school and we 
provides an excellent all round education for all 

children.

Children are happy and contented at Chandlers 
Ridge and we provide a rigorous personal, social, 

health and emotional education for all. 

We consistently provide excellent progress across 
the school and currently are in the top 5% of all 

Primary schools in England for progress. 

Children feel safe. 

We foster resilience and encourage them to 
aim high so this prepares them for their 

next steps in life.
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Admissions to Chandlers Ridge Academy

As an Academy, we are our own Admissions Authority but we follow the same procedures as Middlesbrough 
Council. Full details can be found on the website at chandlersridge.org.uk/admissions.

Nursery

We accept children into Nursery 
from children turning three 
years old (depending on spaces 
available). Parents are welcome to 
come and visit Nursery. 

To request a place, please contact 
school 01642 312741 and 
complete a Nursery request form.

Reception

Children enter the Reception 
classes in the September after 
turning 4 years old. Parents apply 
through the Local Authority 
admissions for a place and they 
do not need to have attended 
our school Nursery to apply for a 
place. 

Please contact school if you would 
like to visit school and see the 
school in action. 

Transfers

During their final term with us 
the children visit the secondary 
school through an induction 
programme and they will have 
visits from secondary school staff. 
Through liaison work we attempt 
to make this transfer as happy and 
successful as possible. Your Local 
Authority will give information 
regarding transfer to secondary 
schools during your child’s final 
year with us. 
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Year 2 and Year 6 children take the National Tests (SATs) each Summer Term.  Individual results are reported 
to parents when they are made available and the  Government then publishes them in National League
Tables.

Our school progress scores in 2019 (last data available) is shown below and this shows Chandlers Ridge to be 
in top 5% of all schools in England.

Reading

Maths

Well above average  4.9

Well above average  4

Well above average  5.8

Top 5% of 
all schools 
in England

Writing

School Results

Reading

Chandlers Ridge

Local Authority

Nationally

96.1%

69%

73%

Writing

96.1%

75%

78%

Maths

94.1%

75%

79%

Reading

Chandlers Ridge

Local Authority

Nationally

54.9%

19%

27%

Writing

47.1%

17%

20%

Maths

72.5%

23%

27%

Percentage of pupils meeting 
expected standard
Pupils are meeting the expected standard if they achieve a 
scaled score of 100 or more in their reading and maths tests, 
and their teacher assesses them as ‘working at the expected 
standard’ or better

Percentage of pupils achieving at a 
higher standard
Pupils are achieving at a higher standard if they achieve a 
scaled score of 110 or more in their reading and maths tests, 
and their teacher assesses them as ‘working at a greater depth 
within the expected standard’ in writing.
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In 2020, we were very proud 
to be ranked 238th in the 

Sunday Times ‘Parent Power’. 

This includes data from 
all primary schools across 

England and includes 
achievement and progress of 
the children in these schools.



 Telephone
01642 312741

 Address
Chandlers Ridge Academy

Chandlers Ridge
Nunthorpe

Middlesbrough
TS7 0JL

 Email
enquiries@chandlersridge.org.uk

 Twitter
@ChandlersRidge


